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Objectives 
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• Provide an Overview of Santa Monica Mountains 

National Recreation Area. 

• Describe Agency Challenges from Trail Info on the 

Internet. 

• Review the National Park Service Website for SMMNRA. 

• Discuss Agency Ways to Provide Correct Trail Info. 
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Santa Monica Mountains National Recreation Area (SMMNRA) 

• A unit of the National Park System; established in 1978. 

• Covers 153,785 acres from Griffith Park to the Oxnard Plain. 

• Land ownership mixture of 57% protected parkland and 43% 

private lands. 

• State park land ownership is 35%; NPS ownership is 15% of 

the land base. 

• Partnerships are key to management of SMMNRA. 
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Recreational Setting 

Foot 79% 

Other 10% 

Hoof 1% 
Wheel 10% 

Marvin Braude Mulholland Gateway Park, February 2015 

• Nearly 500 Miles of Public Trails 

Trails 

Roads (Unpaved/Paved) 

286 mi. 

198 mi. 

• Over 150 Trailheads 
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Visitors Propelled by* 
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Internet Information – Agency Challenges 
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Google Maps:  Park Land Illustration 

True or False:  ALL of SMMNRA is 

park land. 

False!  57% is protected, 43% is private. Google park land appears to 

be based on SMMNRA boundary. 

“[Park rangers] met with a park neighbor in the Mar Vista area 

regarding illegal use of his property by the public, probably due 

to Google Maps labeling it as “Santa Monica Mountains National 

Recreation Area.” (SMMNRA Weekly Staff Report  04/15/2015) 

If it’s green, 

Is it 

parkland? 

If it’s green, 

is it parkland? 
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Google Maps:  Destinations on Private Property 

True or False:  

Escondido Falls are on 

Public Land. 

HINT: “…After a while, we 

realized we had taken a 

wrong turn after passing 

some no-trespassing 

signs/fences and seeing the 

waterfall dozens of meters 

below us…” 

Yelp.com review, 3/28/14 

False!  The “upper falls” are 

on private property.  MRCA law 

enforcement rangers cannot 

patrol private property in this 

situation. 

Internet Information – Agency Challenges 

waterfall… 
It’s green, and the 

trail goes right to 

the waterfall! 
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Google Maps:  Trail Existence and Use Designation by...Anyone 

How Many Errors Are on this Map? 

a. none 

b. 1 

c. 4 

d. 7 

Answer:  d.  7 

- Illegal Trail (2) 

- Road Attribution (1) 

- Bikes Allowed (4) 

Internet Information – Agency Challenges 
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Internet Information – Agency Challenges 

Trail Websites: Trail Existence and Use Designation by...Anyone 

How Many Trails 

Are Mentioned? 

a. 1 

b. 3 

c. 6 

How many illegally 

constructed trails 

are mentioned? 

a. none 

b. 3 

c. 6 

Answers: 

c. 6 trails 

mentioned 

b. 3 illegal trails 

! 

! 
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Internet Information – Agency Challenges 

Does this website 

look official? 

Would you use 

this website to 

plan your trail 

outing? 

Trail Websites: Official Appearance 

What about: 

• Agency versus 

webmaster 

accountability? 

• Trail planning? 
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Social Networking Websites - Trail Outings 

Internet Information – Agency Challenges 

Yes or No:  You can 

go off-trail. 

! 

! 
! 

Trick Question.  

It depends on where, 

what you’re doing, 

and if you’re part of 

a group.  See next 

slide. 
! 
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Social Networking Websites – Trail Outings, Illustrated 

Internet Information – Agency Challenges 

NPS—Depends: 

• Hikers — YES, mostly. 

• Bikes, horses, or 

dogs/pets — NO. 

• Hiker Groups—

Currently YES, if under 

group size thresholds.  

 THIS POLICY MAY 

CHANGE. 

State Parks:  NO 

(Santa Monica Mountains) 

Yes or No:  You can 

go off-trail. 
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Internet Information – Agency Challenges 

True or False:  Geocaching 

(physical stash) is allowed. 

State Parks:  True and False! 

• Prohibited in State Wilderness 

• Allowed conditionally in other areas 

Boney Mountain 

State Wilderness 

(dark green shading) 

Point Mugu State Park 

Circle X Ranch (NPS) 

Boundaries Not 

Illustrated 

NPS:  False! Geocaching is prohibited. 

• Abandoned property (virtual cache okay) 

• Habitat damage from illegal access trails 

Social Networking Websites – Geocaching 
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Internet Advertising – 

Environmental Stewardship 

or Not? 

Spreading aquatic invasives? 

Trampling egg masses? 

Stirring up sediments? 

Trailblazing? 

What about parks 

closed at night? 

Bright headlamps? 

Invitating Search-and-Rescue? 

Internet Information – Agency Challenges 
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National Park Service Website for Santa Monica Mountains 

National Recreation Area:  www.nps.gov/samo 

• More than 300,000 visits each year, 

with a total of 1.14 million page views. 

• 1/3 access the website via mobile 

devices. 

• 70% of mobile users are on an iPhone 

or other iOS devices. 25% are on the 

Android platform. 

• More people go to the “Plan Your Visit” 

section than any other section. 

Coming Soon 

Mobile Device Format 

http://www.nps.gov/samo


Public Agency-Sponsored Websites for SMMNRA Trail Information 
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National Park Service Website:  Nationwide Template Restructure 

Current:  Park features 

were differently 

collected and 

independently 

presented by each NPS 

park unit (trail 

highlights, visitor 

center hours, 

campground amenities). 

2016:  Centralized 

park information will 

be made available to 

the public and to 

website developers. 
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Information Feature 

No = Not on Website 

Yes = Found on Website 

Yes = Expect Incorrect 

Information or Difficulty 

Making Corrections 
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Search by Trail Name No Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Search by Park or ZIP code No Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Allowed Uses No Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Distance No Yes No No Yes 

Elevation Change No Yes No No Yes 

Park Land Boundaries Yes Yes Yes No Yes 

Safety, Stewardship, Etiquette Yes Yes No No No 

Volunteer Opportunity Info Yes Yes No No No 

Open Editing No No Yes Yes Yes 

Problem Reporting No Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Sharing or Commenting No Linked Yes Yes Yes 
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Can Social Media and Other Internet Trail 

Info Change the (Park) Landscape? 

Given the many other trip planning and trail websites, what role should 

park agencies like NPS and State Parks play? 

• Should NPS or State Parks really be the place where the 

most up-to-date trail conditions are listed? 

• Should we have the most accurate descriptions? 

• Should NPS or State Parks create a space for reviews or 

leave them to Yelp and other social media sites? 

What can agency staff do to combat trail misinformation? 

• Partner with other agencies, like Los Angeles County, to 

provide agency-sanctioned trail website information. 

• Provide links on agency websites to trusted trail 

information sites. 

• Create accounts on trail info websites and begin submitting 

corrections to the point of becoming a trusted advisor. 

• Post comments to combat misinfo, and pursue making 

contact with and working with the webmaster(s). 

Absolutely! 

Involvement in 

Websites and 

Outreach to 

Webmasters, 

en masse! 

Be a Source of 

Brief Correct 

Information! 

Thank You for Attending Today! 


